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EuropeanEuropeanParliamentParliament

[[[[[[[[......]]]]]]]] Calls on the Member States Calls on the Member States 
to ensure  Nationwide provision to ensure  Nationwide provision 
of interdisciplinary breast of interdisciplinary breast 
centres in accordance with EUn centres in accordance with EUn 
Guidelines by 2016, since Guidelines by 2016, since 

© Dr Robin Wilson, 2012
The Royal Marsden

Guidelines by 2016, since Guidelines by 2016, since 
treatment in an treatment in an 
interdisciplinary breast centre interdisciplinary breast centre 
has been proven to raise has been proven to raise 
chances of survival and to chances of survival and to 
improve the quality of life, and improve the quality of life, and 
calls on the Commission to calls on the Commission to 
deliver a progress report on this deliver a progress report on this 
every two yearsevery two years
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Specialist Breast Units Specialist Breast Units 

Objectives:Objectives:

•• The make available to all women in Europe the highest The make available to all women in Europe the highest 
quality breast servicesquality breast services
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quality breast servicesquality breast services

•• To define the standards for such servicesTo define the standards for such services

•• To recommend voluntary certification AND audit of breast To recommend voluntary certification AND audit of breast 
units in order that these services can be recognisable to units in order that these services can be recognisable to 
patients, practitioners and health authorities as being of high patients, practitioners and health authorities as being of high 
qualityquality



Specialist Breast Units Specialist Breast Units 

General requirements:General requirements:

•• Critical mass and multidisciplinary teamCritical mass and multidisciplinary team

•• Clinical DirectorClinical Director
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•• Clinical DirectorClinical Director

•• ProtocolsProtocols

•• AuditAudit

•• Multidisciplinary team clinical meetingsMultidisciplinary team clinical meetings

•• ScreeningScreening

•• Communication and Patient InformationCommunication and Patient Information

•• Research and teachingResearch and teaching



Specialist Breast Units Specialist Breast Units 

•• Specialist Breast Surgery and Specialist Breast Surgery and OncoplasticOncoplastic surgerysurgery

•• Specialist Breast Radiology (Imaging)Specialist Breast Radiology (Imaging)

•• Specialist Breast PathologySpecialist Breast Pathology
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•• Specialist Breast PathologySpecialist Breast Pathology

•• Specialist Clinical OncologySpecialist Clinical Oncology

•• Specialist Radiation OncologySpecialist Radiation Oncology

•• Specialist Breast NursingSpecialist Breast Nursing

•• Other services:Other services:

•• Specialist clinics, genetics, psychological support etc.Specialist clinics, genetics, psychological support etc.



AuditAudit
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EUARBEUARB
European Voluntary Breast Unit AccreditationEuropean Voluntary Breast Unit Accreditation

•• ECNECN

•• EA EA -- a competent stakeholdera competent stakeholder
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•• EA EA -- a competent stakeholdera competent stakeholder

•• IARCIARC

•• EC EC –– DG Sanco, DG Enterprise and the DG Sanco, DG Enterprise and the 
JRCJRC



EUARBEUARB
European Voluntary Breast Unit AccreditationEuropean Voluntary Breast Unit Accreditation
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EuropeanEuropeanCancerCancer Care Care CertificationCertification
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Electronic questionnaireElectronic questionnaire

PeerPeerreviewreview
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PeerPeerreviewreview
auditaudit visitsvisits

Performance on Performance on qualityquality indicatorsindicators QIQI



EUSOMA Certification process
for quality in comprehensive and multidisciplinary breast care

EUSOMA Certification process
for quality in comprehensive and multidisciplinary breast care
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A key aim of the EUSOMA Network is
building a common database

A key aim of the EUSOMA Network is
building a common database



EUSOMA Certification process
for quality in comprehensive and multidisciplinary breast care
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The Units are asked to provide
data transfer (anonimized) to the Eusoma Network Database 

on an annual basis.
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EUSOMA Certification process
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• To date ECCC has certified 27 breast units

• Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Austria and Belgium

• To date ECCC has certified 27 breast units

• Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Austria and Belgium
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Figure 2.3:  Age-specific mortality rates, breast  cancer, females,  
UK, 1971 - 2008
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•• The EU directive is long overdueThe EU directive is long overdue
•• At the moment the processes needs to achieve a standardised At the moment the processes needs to achieve a standardised 

EU protocol for breast unit accreditation is making very slow EU protocol for breast unit accreditation is making very slow 

Meeting the 2016 Deadline:Meeting the 2016 Deadline:
Specialist Breast Unit Specialist Breast Unit 

ImplementationImplementation
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EU protocol for breast unit accreditation is making very slow EU protocol for breast unit accreditation is making very slow 
progressprogress

•• In the mean time EUSOMA presses ahead with its certification In the mean time EUSOMA presses ahead with its certification 
processprocess

•• EUSOMA is convinced that it has a simple and workable model EUSOMA is convinced that it has a simple and workable model 
for accreditation that ensures that women with breast cancer for accreditation that ensures that women with breast cancer 
receive high quality carereceive high quality care

•• The EC has now funded the EUARBThe EC has now funded the EUARB


